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1.0 CALL TO ORDER 
 
2.0 ROLL CALL 
 
3.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

The general public is encouraged to participate in the deliberation of the CAHELP JPA Governance 
Council. Several opportunities are available during the meeting for the Council to receive oral 
communication regarding the presentations of any items listed on the agenda. Please ask for recognition 
either before a presentation or after the presentation has been completed. Please complete and submit a 
“Registration Card to Address the Governance Council” to the Recording Secretary and adhere to the 
provisions described therein. 
 

4.0 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

4.1 BE IT RESOLVED that the March 29, 2024 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meeting Agenda 
be approved as presented. 

 
5.0 PRESENTATIONS 

5.1 2023-24 Desert Mountain County Operated Special Education Fee-For-Service Budget – 2nd 
Interim Update 

 
The SBCSS Internal Business staff will present the 2023-24 Desert Mountain County Operated 
Special Education Fee-For-Service Budget – 2nd Interim Update. 
 

5.2 2023-24 1st 50% Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) Revenue Transfer – District Funded 
Students in County Operated Special Education Programs 

 
The SBCSS Internal Business staff will present the 2023-24 1st 50% LCFF Revenue Transfer – 
District Funded Students in County Operated Special Education Programs. 
 

5.3 Credentials Bridge Authorization 

Desert Mountain Operations Area Director Rich Frederick will present SBCSS credentials bridge 
authorization information. 

6.0 CONSENT ITEMS 
 
It is recommended that the Governance Council consider approving several Agenda items as a Consent 
list. Consent Items are routine in nature and can be enacted in one motion without further discussion. 
Consent items may be called up by any Council Member at the meeting for clarification, discussion, or 
change. 
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6.1 BE IT RESOLVED that the following Consent Items be approved as presented: 
 

6.1.1 March 1, 2024 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meeting Minutes. 
 

6.1.2 2024-25 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Schedule of Meetings. 
 
7.0 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND STAFF REPORTS 

 
7.1 Legislative Update 

Pam Bender will provide a legislative update.  
 

7.2 SELPA Funding Cap 

Pam Bender will share information pertaining to the SELPA Funding Cap.   

7.3 Compliance Update 
 

Pam Bender will provide an update on compliance issues from the California Department of 
Education including IEP Implementation and Monitoring, Compliance and Improvement 
Monitoring (CIM) and levels of intervention. 
 

8.0 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

8.1 Professional Learning Summaries 
 

8.2 Resolution Support Services Summaries 
 
9.0 CLOSED SESSION 

9.1 Public Employee Discipline/Dismissal/Release/Reassignment/Transfer/Resignation 

9.2 Chief Executive Officer Evaluation 

10.0 GOVERNANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS / REPORTS 
 
11.0 CEO COMMENTS 
 
12.0 MATTERS BROUGHT BY GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

This is the time during the agenda when the CAHELP JPA Governance Council is again prepared to 
receive the comments of the public regarding items on this agenda or any school related special education 
issue. 
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When coming to the podium, speakers are requested to give their name and limit their remarks to five 
minutes. 
 
Persons wishing to make complaints against CAHELP JPA Governance Council personnel must have 
filed an appropriate complaint form prior to the meeting. 
 
When the CAHELP JPA Governance Council goes into Closed Session, there will be no further 
opportunity for the general public to address the Council on items under consideration. 
 

13.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next regular meeting of the CAHELP JPA Governance Council will be held on Friday, May 10, 2024, 
at 10:00 a.m., at the Desert Mountain Educational Service Center, Aster/Cactus Room, 17800 Highway 
18, Apple Valley, CA 92307. 
 
Individuals requiring special accommodations for disabilities are requested to contact Jamie Adkins at 
(760) 955-3555, at least seven days prior to the date of this meeting. 



San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools
Desert Mountain County Operated Special Education Programs

Budget 2nd Interim +Increase/-
Decrease

A. REVENUES 4/1/2023 As of 1/31/24
RS OB GL FC

1. AB602 Special Ed Funding 6500 8311 5001 0000 56,514,748$        69,449,606$          12,934,858$        
2. Property Tax Transfer 6500 8097 5001 0000

3. Property Tax Transfer Adjustment between 2022-23 P-2 and Annual 
4. Federal IDEA (Local Assistance Entitlement) 3310 8181 5001 0000

5. Net State Aid (A1-A2-A3-A4) 6500 8311 5001 0000

6. LCFF ADA Revenue Transfer 6500 8710 5001 0000 11,213,964$        13,975,822$          2,761,858$          
7. Federal Preschool 3315 8182 5730 0000 173,404$             173,404$               -$                         
8. Preschool Local Entitlement 3310 8182 5730 0000 412,411$             412,411$               -$                         
9. Infant Part C 3385 8182 5710 0000 37,210$               37,210$                 -$                         

10. Infant State Apportionment 6510 8311 5710 0000 1,026,447$          636,757$               (389,690)$            
11. Infant Discretionary 6515 8590 5710 0000 133,577$             66,509$                 (67,068)$              

TOTAL  REVENUES 69,511,761$        84,751,720$          15,239,958$        

B. EXPENDITURES 
    

1. SAI Services - SDC 36,551,939$        37,822,723$          1,270,784$          
2. Related Services - DIS 13,703,108$        15,268,973$          1,565,865$          
3. Itinerant 2,385,311$          2,300,038$            (85,273)$              
4. 1:1 Aide Services 8,135,533$          10,120,875$          1,985,342$          
5. Interpreter Services 249,288$             164,330$               (84,958)$              
6. Preschool Assessments 216,932$             167,633$               (49,299)$              
7. Preschool SDC 7,093,073$          8,465,534$            1,372,461$          
8. Early Start 1,176,577$          688,723$               (487,854)$            

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 69,511,761$        74,998,829$          5,487,068$          

C. PRIOR YEAR ADJUSTMENTS 
RS OB GL FC

1. Prior Year AB602 Revenue Funding Adjustment 6500 8319 5001 0000 -$                         -$                           -$                         
2. Early Start Beginning Balance -$                         -$                           -$                         

TOTAL PRIOR YEAR ADJUSTMENTS -$                         -$                           -$                         

D. 2022-23 ESTIMATED ENDING BALANCE
1. Total Revenues (Section A) 69,511,761$        84,751,720$          15,239,959$        
2. Plus Total Prior Year Revenue Adjustments (Section C) -$                         -$                           -$                         
3. Less Total Expenditures (Section B) 69,511,761$        74,998,829$          5,487,068$          
4. Less Early Start Ending Balance 51,753$                 51,753$               
5. Estimated 2022-23  Fee-For-Service Ending Balance -$                         9,701,137$            9,701,137$          

Service Counts Diff
SAI Services - SDC 278  
Related Services - DIS 518
Itinerant 18
1:1 Aide Services 28
Interpeters -1
Preschool Assessments 0
Preschool SDC 7
Early Start -22

Estimated ADA - Budget 
Estimated ADA - 2nd Interim

 FEE-FOR-SERVICE BUDGET to 2nd INTERIM COMPARISON - 2023-24
SELPA Desert Mountain

Budget 2nd Interim
1023 1301
1953 2471
302 320
118 146

2 1
75 75

1005.47

250 257
52 30

ADA
799.82



San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools

Desert Mountain County Operated Special Education Program
2023-24 Revised Budget

As of 2nd Interim

SAI SERVICES > 50% 
SDC

RELATED
SERVICES

DIS                                                                      
ITINERANT

1 TO 1                  
AIDE SERVICES

INTERPRETER 
SERVICES

PRESCHOOL
ASSESSMENTS

PRESCHOOL
SDC

EARLY START TOTAL

RATE 29,164$                    5,727$                 6,447$                 56,276$                   101,739$        2,661$                   26,099$              $                     -   

OBJECT EXPENSE
1000-1999 Certificated Salaries 11,545,981            4,473,195          1,080,892         -                        -                 99,080                2,511,748        356,648          20,067,544
2000-2999 Classified Salaries 6,460,853              2,378,092          131,644            3,838,445             64,614           -                      1,722,785        34,331            14,630,764
3000-3999 Employee Benefits 9,954,960              2,839,162          538,876            2,943,061             39,365           37,224                2,431,116        153,794          18,937,558
4000-4999 Books & Supplies 192,881                 25,413               6,600                -                        -                 -                      22,800             3,000              250,694
5000-5999 Services & Other Operating Expenditures 2,844,394              2,797,239          126,896            1,512,669             30,691           1,073                  249,155           17,779            7,579,896
6000-6999 Capital Outlay -                         -                     -                    -                        -                 -                      -                   -                  -                    

Sub total 30,999,069 12,513,101 1,884,908 8,294,175 134,670 137,377 6,937,604 565,552 61,466,456
% of Total 0.50901 0.20547 0.03095 0.13619 0.00221 0.00226 0.11392 N/A 

Allocated Cost (GL  FN 2100, 2105, 2700, 8100) 3,863,853 1,559,685 234,943 1,033,821 16,786 17,123 864,732 69,216 7,660,159
Sub total 1000-5000 costs 34,862,922 14,072,786 2,119,851 9,327,996 151,456 154,500 7,802,336 634,768 69,126,615

7300-7380 Indirect Cost @ 8.5% 2,959,800 1,196,187 180,187 792,880 12,874 13,133 663,199 53,955 5,872,214

TOTAL EXPENSE 37,822,723 15,268,973 2,300,038 10,120,875 164,330 167,633 8,465,534 688,723 74,998,829

RESOURCE OBJECT REVENUE   
LCFF Distribution (based on % of total expense of applicable program) 0.57591 0.23247 0.03502 0.15409 0.00250

6500 8710 Local Control Funding Formula Revenue 8,048,863 3,249,008 489,414 2,153,570 34,967 13,975,822
3315 8182 Federal Preschool 3,367 170,037 173,404
3310 8182 Preschool Local Entitlement Allocation 8,008 404,403 412,411
3385 8182/8590 Part C Early Intervention 37,210 37,210
6510 8311 Infant I-50 Apportionment 636,757 636,757
6513 8182 Federal Preschool - Backfill for RS 3315 0
6515 8590 Infant Discretionary 66,509 66,509
6512 8590 Mental Health 0
6535 8590 Staff Development 0
6500 8311 AB602 Base Revenue 0
6500 8311 Contribution for Needles Nursing Services 67,732 67,732
6500 89XX Contrib frm Restricted (JCS TRANSFER) 0
6500 8989 Contribution from Unrestricted 0 0

TOTAL REVENUE: 8,116,595$            3,249,008$        489,414$          2,153,570$           34,967$         11,375$              574,440$         740,476$        15,369,845$  

Excess Cost Per Program (29,706,128)             (12,019,965)        (1,810,625)          (7,967,305)              (129,363)         (156,258)               (7,891,094)        51,753              (59,628,984)

(Estimated Number of Services for 2023-24 as of 2nd interim) 1,301                         2,471                   320                       146                           1                       75                           257                     30                      
2023-24 Projected Actual Rates - As of 2nd Interim 22,833$                    4,864$                 5,658$                 54,571$                   129,363$        2,083$                   30,705$             

2023-24  FFS Rates 29,164$                    5,727$                 6,447$                 56,276$                   101,739$        2,661$                   26,099$             -                     
37,942,364$            14,151,417$       2,063,040$         8,216,296$             101,739$        199,575$              6,707,443$       -$                  67,732.00       

 -                     

84,751,719$         
74,998,829$         

9,752,890$           
(51,753)$               

9,701,137$           
1,780,172$           

11,481,309$          Estimated Total Ending Balance 

Estimated Net FFS Balance
Plus Unused 23/24 Reserve

 Estimated 2023-24 Revenue 
 Estimated 2023-24 Expenses 

Estimated FFS Balance 
Less Estimated Early Start Balance

3/11/2024



San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools

DESERT MOUNTAIN COUNTY OPERATED SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM
2023-24 LCFF PROJECTED FUNDING PER DISTRICT

as of 2nd Interim

Col. A Col. B Col. C Col. D Col. E

District
 Estimated Funded 

ADA 
Estimated LCFF 

Target Funding*
AVERAGE

REVENUE PER ADA                        
P-1 Certified

ADA

PROJECTED
LCFF REVENUE                               
(Col. D X Col. E)

Desert Mountain Region
Adelanto Elementary 7,338.46                     99,455,533                13,790.51                  113.29 1,562,326.94             
Apple Valley Unified 12,898.07                  178,304,554              14,025.31                  121.13 1,698,885.99             
Baker Valley Unified 120.15                        1,756,258                  14,617.21                  0 -                              
Barstow Unified 5,958.21                     83,244,129                13,621.57                  63.6 866,331.75                
Bear Valley Unified 2,053.96                     27,466,691                13,409.89                  18.99 254,653.78                
Helendale Elementary 651.05                        7,758,333                  12,124.46                  13.05 158,224.18                
Hesperia Unified 21,977.19                  295,622,796              13,993.92                  141.32 1,977,621.20             
Lucerne Valley Unified 995.88                        14,925,877                15,121.48                  23.56 356,262.02                
Needles 1,026.37                     14,428,794                14,004.11                  37.75 528,654.98                
Oro Grande Elementary 87.74                          1,267,087                  14,760.87                  3.72 54,910.44                  
Silver Valley Unified 1,893.39                     23,639,570                13,002.29                  5.96 77,493.65                  
Snowline Jt. Unified 7,556.22                     102,606,896              13,892.17                  93.82 1,303,363.20             
Trona Jt. Unified 262.61                        4,007,471                  13,629.94                  5.69 77,554.36                  
Victor Elementary 11,451.68                  160,998,874              14,199.21                  246.1 3,494,426.27             
Victor Valley Union High 10,909.17                  169,358,489              13,321.25                  117.49 1,565,113.20             
TOTAL/AVERAGE  FOR REGION 85,180.15                  1,184,841,352$        13,834.28$                1005.47 13,975,821.96$        

Data from LCFF Calculator v23.2c
*Excludes additional 15% concentration grant funding and add-ons

3/11/2024



San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools
DESERT MOUNTAIN COUNTY OPERATED SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

2023-24  LCFF Revenue Transfer District Funded Students
First 50% Transfer

District of Residence UPP % Grades 4-6 Grades 7-8 Grades 9-12 Total
Adelanto 81.63% 13,053.55 13,439.88 -

P-1 ADA 28.07 18.43 113.29
Total 366,413.21 247,697.03 1,562,326.94

Apple Valley 75.31% 12,608.10 12,981.25 15,435.50

P-1 ADA 14.90 14.04 37.50 121.13
Total 187,860.69 182,256.70 578,831.23 1,698,885.99

Barstow 75.66% 12,632.77 13,006.65 15,465.70

P-1 ADA 18.29 10.78 11.96 63.60
Total 231,053.34 140,211.64 184,969.78 866,331.75

Bear Valley 69.17% 12,175.33 12,535.67 14,905.69

P-1 ADA 0.10                      0.16 2.05 18.99
Total 1,217.53              2,005.71 30,556.65 254,653.78 

Helendale 58.55% 11,426.80 11,764.99 13,989.30

P-1 ADA 3.10 1.29                        -   13.05
Total 35,423.09 15,176.84                        -   158,224.18

Hesperia 67.72% 12,073.13 12,430.45 14,780.57

P-1 ADA 14.41 3.73 84.76 141.32
Total 173,973.86 46,365.57 1,252,800.78 1,977,621.20

Lucerne 90.00% 13,643.50 14,047.29 16,703.09

P-1 ADA 1.78 5.43 7.02 23.56
Total 24,285.42 76,276.76 117,255.66 356,262.02

Needles 76.98% 12,725.81 13,102.44 15,579.60

P-1 ADA 8.91 4.59 11.21 37.75
Total 113,386.93 60,140.18 174,647.34 528,654.98

Oro Grande 93.64% 13,900.05 14,311.44 17,017.18

P-1 ADA 1.09 - - 3.72
Total 15,151.06 - - 54,910.44

Silver Valley 59.66% 11,505.04 11,845.54 14,085.08

P-1 ADA 0.99                           -   2.49 5.96
Total 11,389.99 0.00 35,071.84 77,493.65

Snowline 71.98% 12,373.39 12,739.59 15,148.16

P-1 ADA 15.21 2.66 35.01 93.82
Total 188,199.28 33,887.31 530,336.98 1,303,363.23

Trona 74.81% 12,572.86 12,944.96 15,392.36

P-1 ADA 1.25                      0.79 0.99 5.69
Total 15,716.07            10,226.52 15,238.43 77,554.36

Victor Elementary 86.54% 13,399.62 13,796.20 16,404.53

P-1 ADA 78.45 - - 246.10
Total 1,051,200.49 - - 3,494,426.27

Victor Valley Union High 81.18% 13,021.83 13,407.23 15,942.02

P-1 ADA - 30.84 86.65 117.49
Total - 413,478.86 1,381,375.69 1,794,854.55

District Number District First 50% Transfer
201 Adelanto 781,163.00

203 Apple Valley 849,443.00

208 Barstow 433,166.00
206 Bear Valley 127,327.00

224 Helendale 79,112.00

228 Hesperia 988,811.00
232 Lucerne 178,131.00

241 Needles 264,327.00

246 Oro Grande 27,455.00

252 Silver Valley 38,747.00
254 Snowline 651,682.00

255 Trona 38,777.00

257 Victor Elementary 1,747,213.00
268 Victor Valley Union High 897,427.00

Total 7,102,781.00

1,977,621.20
356,262.02
528,654.98
54,910.44

14,205,563.34

77,493.65
1,303,363.23

77,554.36
3,494,426.27
1,794,854.55

1,562,326.94
1,698,885.99

866,331.75
254,653.78
158,224.18

14,162.49

-
-

Summary
Based on P-1 ADA

2.66
36,373.33

14,573.37

167.65
2,443,225.78

31,031.82

13,457.25

40.94
550,939.65

13,674.19

15,117.64

2.63
39,759.38

12,512.83

2.48

9.33
138,444.18

13,840.53

13.04
180,480.52

107,624.25

13,130.69

38.42
504,481.00

14,838.61

13,241.84

16.68
220,873.89

12,427.74

8.66

54.69
749,937.37

13,739.34

22.57
310,096.99

Grades TK/K-3
14,196.99

66.79
948,216.69

13,712.51



Mild to Moderate Support 
Needs, Extensive Support 

Needs,  or Early Childhood 
Special Education 

Credentials 
Bridge Authorization

SBCSS Desert Mountain Operations
Spring 2024

Golden Gate Bridge
Image from Pixabay

Materials Adapted from Contra Costa SELPA, North Region SELPA, Sacramento 
County SELPA,  & South County SELPA; Approved by CTC



What Changed?
Previous Credentials
● Mild Moderate Disabilities 

(MMD)

● Moderate Severe Disabilities 
(MSD)

● Early Childhood Special 
Education (ECSE)

Current Credentials
● Mild Moderate Support Needs 

(MMSN)

● Extensive Support Needs 
(ESN)

● Early Childhood Special 
Education (can teach TK/K)



This professional development is designed to meet the 
requirements for the Mild to Moderate, Extensive Support 

Needs, or Early Childhood Special Education Bridge 
Authorizations that allow individual credential holders to 

earn the full breadth of the new authorizations while 
holding previously issued Education Specialist 

authorizations.

3



Expanded Authorization for New Credentia

4

Federal Disability Categories MMD (Past) MMSN (Now) MSD (Past) ESN 
(Now)

Autism 
Deaf/Blindness
Emotional Disturbance
Intellectual Disability
Multiple Disabilities
Orthopedic Impairment
Other Health Impairment
Specific Learning Disability 
Traumatic Brain Injury

Early Childhood Special Education Added Authorization includes TK/K content standards



Design 
Orientation

Practicing Education Specialists 
bring a wealth of experience 
and expertise.

The Bridge is designed to 
address new program 
standards. This is not a 
preliminary credential 
program.

5



6

Interactive Virtual Training

ESN/MMSN done together

2.5 hours in length

Human Resources assists with 
CCTC paperwork

Credential bridging fee covered 
with Educator Effectiveness 
Funds

Teachers have updated/current 
credentials

Prevents mis-assignments
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GOVERNANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Academy for Academic Excellence – Lisa Lamb, Allegiance STEAM Academy – Sebastian Cognetta, Apple 
Valley USD – Trenae Nelson, Baker Valley USD – Milan Stijepovic, Barstow USD – Deanna Swearingen, 
Excelsior Charter Schools – Derek King, Helendale SD – Joshua Behnke, Hesperia USD – David Olney, Oro 
Grande SD – Derek Delton, Silver Valley USD – Jesse Najera, and Victor Elementary SD – Lori Clark. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  
Shannon Brandner – Ballington Academy for the Arts and Sciences 
 
CAHELP JPA STAFF PRESENT: 
Jamie Adkins, Pamela Bender, Peggy Dunn, Thomas Flores, Marina Gallegos, Linda Llamas, Letitia Macaraeg, 
Kathleen Peters, Deborah Sarkesian, and Jennifer Sutton. 

 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER 
 

The regular meeting of the California Association of Health and Education Linked Professions, Joint 
Powers Authority (CAHELP, JPA) Governance Council was called to order by Chairperson Jesse Najera 
at 10:00 a.m. at the Desert/Mountain Educational Service Center, Apple Valley. 

 
2.0 ROLL CALL 
 
3.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

None. 
 

4.0 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

4.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by David Olney, seconded by Lori Clark, to approve 
the March 1, 2024 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meeting Agenda as presented.  The motion 
carried on the following vote: 9:0:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, Delton, King, Lamb, Najera, Nelson, 
Olney, Stijepovic, Nays: None, Abstentions: None. 

 
5.0 CONSENT ITEMS 

 
It is recommended that the Governance Council consider approving several Agenda items as a Consent 
list. Consent Items are routine in nature and can be enacted in one motion without further discussion. 
Consent items may be called up by any Council Member at the meeting for clarification, discussion, or 
change. 
 
5.1 BE IT RESOLVED that a motion was made by Sebastian Cognetta, seconded by Lisa Lamb, to 

approve the following Consent Items as presented.  The motion carried on the following vote: 
9:0:0: Ayes: Clark, Cognetta, Delton, King, Lamb, Najera, Nelson, Olney, Stijepovic, Nays: None, 
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Abstentions: None. 
   

5.1.1 October 27, 2023 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meeting Minutes. 
 

5.1.2 Health Care Compliance Association (HCCA) membership renewal for Veronica Hay 
in the amount of $325.00. 

5.1.3 Declaration of Low Incidence Equipment as Salvage or Surplus. 
 

The Desert Mountain SELPA is seeking approval from the CAHELP JPA Governance 
Council for the release to surplus or salvage of unassigned and/or obsolete low 
incidence equipment currently in storage. All of the low incidence equipment identified 
on the inventory report has been reviewed and determined to be unassigned and/or 
obsolete. 

  
6.0 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND STAFF REPORTS 

 
6.1 2024-25 Desert Mountain SELPA and Desert Mountain Charter SELPA Local Plans 

 
Pam Bender provided the submission timelines for the 2024-25 Desert Mountain SELPA and 
Desert Mountain Charter SELPA Local Plans.  She reported Section B is due this year as it is 
submitted every three years.  There is a small committee reviewing the Local Plan that meets the 
CDE requirement of having one general education administrator, one special education 
administrator, and one parent.  Pam said the committee will be reviewing the CAHELP JPA 
policies that may need to be amended based on the language of the Local Plan.  She stated the 
Local Plan will be presented to Community Advisory Committee on April 18, 2024, with a final 
read for approval to CAHELP JPA Governance Council on May 10, 2024.  Pam said past practice 
has been for Local Plan Sections B, D, and E to be approved by each of the member districts’ 
boards.  However, CDE has recently stated there is no California Education Code that requires 
multi-district SELPAs to have any section of the Local Plan approved by every LEA board because 
the superintendents have been given authority by their boards to approve such items.  Pam 
continued that a legal opinion has not yet been shared and that State SELPA Administrators has a 
meeting with CDE on March 1, 2024 with further questioning expected.  CDE has stated that the 
local board can decide how to proceed. 
 
A brief discussion followed in which it was suggested that the Local Plan be presented as an 
information item to the LEA boards so they are still aware of changes and updates to the 
information.  It was also suggested that a legal opinion be obtained and a CDE written statement 
if possible.  Pam agreed to pursue the CDE for a written statement as well as pursue a legal opinion.      
 
*Note – Deanna Swearingen joined the meeting at 10:03 a.m. 
   Joshua Behnke joined the meeting at 10:05 a.m. 
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6.2 Desert Mountain Charter SELPA Applications for Membership FY 2024-25 

Pam Bender provided information regarding the applications for Desert Mountain Charter SELPA 
(DMCS) membership from Ballington Academy for the Arts and Sciences – San Bernardino and 
Options for Youth – Victor Valley.  She shared that Ballington Academy for the Arts and Sciences 
- El Centro is currently a DMCS member with the San Bernardino location being authorized by 
San Bernardino City USD.  Pam reported Options for Youth – Victor Valley is under VVUHSD 
as a 7th through 12th grade non-classroom program with three locations.  She shared that interviews 
with each of the applying charters are scheduled for March 7, 2024, with site tours scheduled 
tentatively for April 10 and 12, 2024.  Pam concluded recommendations pertaining to the 
applications will be provided to the Governance Council on May 10, 2024. 
 

6.3 CAHELP JPA Governance Workshop  

Pam Bender provided an update on the CAHELP JPA Governance Workshop.  She reported the 
January workshop was cancelled due to Robert J. Feldhake, Esq. being unavailable due to an 
emergency.  Mr. Feldhake did provide names of other attorneys to attend in his absence who are 
well versed in JPA law but would not be familiar with our specific JPA and the connection to San 
Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools (SBCSS).  Pam has spoken with Dr. Ron Powell 
who is ready to provide background information pertaining to the Allocation Plan.  Pam said when 
she receives potential dates that Mr. Feldhake is again available, she will provide the information 
to the council members for input.   

Jesse Najera advised that he directed Pam to keep Dr. Powell and Mr. Feldhake scheduled for the 
same date.  The council members agreed. 

6.4 Chief Executive Officer Evaluation Update 

Pam Bender provided an update on the Chief Executive Officer evaluation process.  She reported 
she met with Jan Gonzales on February 15, 2024, and will meet again March 12, 2024.  Pam said 
as part of her evaluation, she will present to the council in Closed Session.  Pam’s presentation 
will consist of data input, SEIS information, CALPADS information, due process data including 
alternative dispute resolution (ADR), facilitated IEPs, as well as compliance, DMCC update, 
budget items, program highlights, and Pam’s goals moving forward.   

Jesse Najera confirmed that Jan Gonzales will be present during Pam’s presentation and will assist 
with facilitation.   

Pam added that council members will be able to provide input and recommendations on March 29, 
2024 with the final evaluation being part of the May 10, 2024 CAHELP JPA Governance Council 
meeting. 
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6.5 Alternative Pathway Diploma 

Pam Bender provided an update on the Alternative Pathway Diploma. Pam shared the California 
School Boards Association (CSBA) sample policy to assist with LEA board policy.  She reported 
the alternative pathway diploma committee met on February 26, 2024, and they discussed that 
students receiving services from Desert Mountain Operations (DMOPS) will receive their diploma 
from the district of residence.  Pam continued that each district must have a plan for an alternative 
pathway diploma and students being served by DMOPS must meet the requirements.  She has 
found a lot of information is available as agencies across the state have shared their work including 
East County SELPA, San Mateo SELPA, Mt. Diablo USD SELPA, and Colton JUSD.  Pam said 
the committee decided they will unpack the standards of what must be accomplished for a student 
to achieve an alternative pathway diploma.  A checklist will be provided to districts of things that 
must be done for districts to move forward.  Pam continued the standards and curriculum used 
should be the adopted general education curriculum with supplementals approved by CDE.  Pam 
reminded the council members the alternative pathway diploma is for students who take the   
California Alternate Assessment (CAA), have moderate/severe needs, who could get a certification 
of completion but would be part of a 4-year cohort that would allow them to have access to high 
school education until they are 22 years of age.  That additional four years could truly focus on 
transition.  Pam said the students on the alternative pathway would not have to be in general 
education classrooms but could be the special day class with a course number and specific 
standards to be met.  Pam confirmed there are special education directors involved in the 
committee.  She said each district will decide what they will implement with their board approval.   

Pam recognized there is a difference between the credits for an A-G diploma and the state 
requirement.  The alternative pathway diploma is for the most severe student population and is at 
a higher level than the certificate of completion.  Pam said the committee is working to find the 
similarities in the curriculums used so DMOPS teachers are not trying to meet different standards.   

6.6 2024-25 CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meeting Dates and Location 
 

Pam Bender presented the tentative 2024-25 CAHELP JPA Governance Council meeting dates 
and times.  She shared the first two meetings will precede the Mountain Desert Career Pathway 
(MDCP) meeting which will also be held at DMESC.  The other meetings will stand alone.  Pam 
said the meetings were not able to be scheduled to coincide with the High Desert/Mountain 
Superintendents’ Meetings.  Pam asked to be notified if anyone finds a conflict with the dates. 
 

6.7 Legislative Update 

Pam Bender provided a legislative update.  She reported that February 16, 2024 was the last date 
for bills to be submitted.  State SELPA Administrators are currently reviewing special education 
bills which will allow Pam to report out at a later date.   
 
 David Olney suggested Pam work with council members that attend San Bernardino County 
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District Advocates for Better Schools (SANDABS) to provide federal updates. 
 

6.8 Compliance Update 
 

Pam Bender provided an update on compliance issues from the California Department of 
Education including IEP Implementation and Monitoring, Compliance and Improvement 
Monitoring (CIM) and levels of intervention.  She reported CDE sent an email on February 27, 
2024 to directors of special education regarding Prong II that included names of student files for 
review.  Pam stated that the directors can call Colette Garland who will provide CDE with read 
only access for the involved students.  She said that February 29, 2024, information was emailed 
to her about IEP implementation data providing dates of March 1-April 29, 2024.  On May 1, 2024, 
LEAs will receive student names with documentation being returned to CDE by June 15, 2024.  It 
was asked for Colette Garland to copy the directors of special education when providing access to 
CDE and Pam agreed.  Pam continued that CIM progress reports are due with the districts being 
very responsive.  Peggy Dunn and the program specialists have been working with LEA staff and 
special education directors to assist with compliance.  Pam said the SEIS dashboard gives directors 
immediate access to the number of late IEPs including teacher names and school sites.  She stated 
the directors of special education are notified of the number of late IEPs monthly at Steering and 
Finance Committee Meetings.   
 

6.9 CAHELP JPA Budget Overages 

Pam Bender provided information regarding CAHELP JPA budget overages.  Pam reported the 
Average Daily Attendance (ADA) increased to $820.00 per student and CAHELP JPA staffing 
vacancies caused a large part of the overage.  She said Dispute Prevention and Resolution along 
with Learning Recovery must be returned to CDE.  CDE said instead of fully funding 602 
proportionate share, they were going to take it out of the Dispute Prevention and Resolution and 
Learning Recovery funds but then decided it would have to be paid back.   Pam said the Out of 
Home funding has been revamped and is now fully funded for 2021-22 and 2022-23 school years.  
She continued that it has been difficult to confirm with CDE the amount of funds being received 
per filled bed.  Pam continued for Desert Mountain Children’s Center (DMCC), Department of 
Behavioral Health (DBH) for 2021-22 and 2022-23 fully funded the contract.  Many counselors 
left during that time as they were able to work remotely with other agencies.  Pam said DMCC has 
not been billed for the cost settlement so the amount is unknown.  She said for Desert Mountain 
Charter SELPA (DMCS), out of home funding was not expected.  There is significant fund balance 
under low incidence with an increase in funding but the number of students and requests have not 
increased.  Pam said she is looking at ways to provide more low incidence supports.  She is also 
reviewing the possibility of returning the fee-for-service to districts, and if it can be done mid-year 
or the beginning of the fiscal year.  Pam said she will report out as soon as a decision is made.  She 
reported that DMCC is close to fully staffed and there is one program specialist position that is 
still vacant.  Pam asked to have ideas shared with her so she can bring them to the CAHELP team 
of how to spend funds down. 
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There was discussion about the need to give funds back to the districts if possible because having 
excess is not common.  There is hesitation because though the governor says no cuts to education 
or mental health, the final budget has not been released.   

6.10 Building Committee 

Pam Bender discussed dates for the building committee to meet.  She said the number of staff is 
continuing to grow and some sites have staff hoteling and sharing space.  The hope is for the 
committee to see what is available and discuss what do we want to look towards as services are 
provided.  The committee members are Carl Coles, Deanna Swearingen, Trenae Nelson, David 
Olney, and Josh Behnke.  Pam will email dates to the committee for input and offered to hold the 
meeting virtually if that was a better option. 

7.0 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

7.1 Professional Learning Summaries 
 

Pam Bender shared that past practice has been to email training flyers to the directors of special 
education.  There has been discussion recently about emailing the flyers instead to the directors’ 
support staff.   

Pam explained Region 10 covers San Bernardino, Riverside, Inyo, and Mono counties.  Region 10 
offers trainings and in-services as well.    

7.2 Resolution Support Services Summaries 
 

Pam Bender reported resolution support services numbers are high across the state with some 
families filing multiple times.  She said that families with advocates and attorneys often receive 
what the LEA originally offered but now there are additional fees added on.  Pam continued that 
filing on a parent is sometimes needed based on the law.   

There was discussion about an optometrist providing diagnoses outside of his area of expertise, 
including providing mental health assessments.  It was suggested to make a complaint with the 
appropriate licensing board.   

Kathleen Peters said it is acceptable for there to be language in settlement agreements that an 
assessment will be approved but not from the named specialist.   

Pam stated that if an independent educational evaluator provides an assessment, they should not 
be the one providing services.   

Lori Clark appreciates the support received in filing against parents for what is right for the student. 
When the student needs different placement to be successful and the parent will not agree, it is 
detrimental to the student.   
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8.0 CLOSED SESSION – 11:02 A.M. 

8.1 Public Employee Discipline/Dismissal/Release/Reassignment/Transfer/Resignation 

Reconvene to Open Session – 11:34 a.m. 
 

9.0 GOVERNANCE COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS / REPORTS 
 

Trenae Nelson explained her district currently has a young student with severe behavior issues.  The 
sheriff’s office, Child Protective Services, Desert Mountain Children’s Center (DMCC), and the district 
board certified behavior analysts (BCBA) have been supporting the family in the home and on campus.  
The individual agencies are working independently of the others with no collaboration.  Trenae asked if 
would be possible to coordinate resources so each agency has all of the data and can work together to 
assist the students.   

Pam Bender agreed it would be beneficial and would speak with Linda Llamas at DMCC   Trenae will 
gather data and Pam will work with Linda Llamas to move forward. 

10.0 CEO COMMENTS 
 

Pam Bender introduced Milan Stijepovic, the new superintendent for Baker Valley USD.   

Pam thanked the council members for their support with the transition to SEIS and the updates in 
CALPADS.     

A number of council members thanked Pam for providing weekly updates and reports during the transition 
and agreed the change was long overdue. 

11.0 MATTERS BROUGHT BY GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

None. 
 

12.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

Having no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Lori Clark, seconded by Lisa Lamb, to 
adjourn the meeting at 11:39 a.m.  The motion carried on the following vote 11:0:0: Ayes: Behnke, Clark, 
Cognetta, Delton, King, Lamb, Najera, Nelson, Olney, Stijepovic, Swearingen, Nays: None, Abstentions: 
None.   

The next regular meeting of the CAHELP JPA Governance Council will be held on Friday, March 29, 
2024, at 10:00 a.m., at the Desert Mountain Educational Service Center, Aster/Cactus Room, 17800 
Highway 18, Apple Valley, CA 92307. 
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Individuals requiring special accommodations for disabilities are requested to contact Jamie Adkins at 
(760) 955-3555, at least seven days prior to the date of this meeting. 



CAHELP JPA GOVERNANCE COUNCIL  
2024-25 MEETINGS 

Desert Mountain Education Service Center – Aster/Cactus 
17800 Highway 18, Apple Valley, 92307 

10:00 a.m. 

CAHELP JPA Governance Council Meetings 2024-25 

October 25, 2024* 
At 8:00am, followed by MDCP Meeting 

January 31, 2025* 
At 8:00am, followed by MDCP Meeting

March 28, 2025 
May 9, 2025 



AB 2173 (Addis)- 
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Desert Mountain SELPA

Minimum Funding Requirement

2022-23 Annual vs 2023-24 P-1

Certified 2/20/24

A B C D E F

8.22%

LEA

2022-23

Annual Certified

Funded ADA

2023-24 P-1

Certified

Funded ADA

+/- ADA

(Column B - 

Column A)

Percent

Change in ADA by 

LEA

2022-23 Annual 

Certified

AB602 Base Grant 

Funding

2022-23 Annual

Certified + COLA

Column E x 8.22%

1 County Operated Programs 111.23                  125.92                  14.69                    13.206869% 89,674                            97,045                            

2 Academy for Academic Excellence 1,393.60              1,417.13              23.53                    1.688433% 1,123,521                       1,215,874                       

3 Norton Science and Language Academy 1,042.83              1,116.98              74.15                    7.110459% 840,730                          909,838                          

4 Adelanto Elementary 7,753.93              7,087.67              (666.26)                -8.592546% 6,251,222                       6,765,072                       

5 Apple Valley Unified 12,609.72            12,708.61            98.89                    0.784236% 10,165,962                     11,001,604                     

6 Baker Valley Unified 122.35                  124.39                  2.04                      1.667348% 98,639                            106,747                          

7 Barstow Unified 6,047.80              5,752.35              (295.45)                -4.885248% 4,875,739                       5,276,525                       

8 Bear Valley Unified 2,230.65              1,981.59              (249.06)                -11.165355% 1,798,351                       1,946,175                       

9 Excelsior Charter School 2,256.22              2,256.22              -                        0.000000% 1,818,966                       1,968,484                       

10 Excelsior Charter School Corona-Norco 132.15                  132.15                  -                        0.000000% 106,539                          115,297                          

11 Health Sciences High and Middle College 578.00                  537.91                  (40.09)                   -6.935986% 465,984                          504,288                          

12 Helendale Elementary 1,088.87              1,076.42              (12.45)                   -1.143387% 877,847                          950,007                          

13 Hesperia Unified 21,024.97            21,601.16            576.19                  2.740503% 16,950,340                     18,343,658                     

14 Lucerne Valley Unified 945.40                  1,030.68              85.28                    9.020520% 762,182                          824,833                          

15 Needles Unified 999.35                  925.32                  (74.03)                   -7.407815% 805,676                          871,903                          

16 Oro Grande Elementary 5,439.84              5,533.85              94.01                    1.728176% 4,385,601                       4,746,098                       

17 Silver Valley Unified 2,040.97              1,904.63              (136.34)                -6.680157% 1,645,431                       1,780,685                       

18 Snowline Joint Unified 7,336.61              7,454.89              118.28                  1.612189% 5,914,778                       6,400,973                       

19 Trona Joint Unified 267.57                  232.14                  (35.43)                   -13.241395% 215,715                          233,447                          

20 Victor Elementary 12,371.58            11,696.99            (674.59)                -5.452739% 9,973,973                       10,793,834                     

21 Victor Valley Union High 11,344.99            11,748.26            403.27                  3.554609% 9,146,336                       9,898,164                       

22 Total 97,138.63            96,445.26            (693.37)                78,313,204                     84,750,550                     

Total Apportionment 89,875,260                                  

Less PS/RS (4% Base + Property Tax) (3,186,147)                                   

Less Low Incidence (2,402,820)                                   
Less OOH (5,973,089)                                   

Total 78,313,204                                  

Rate Per ADA 806.20                                          

Rate Check From Revenue Distribution 806.20                                          

Difference (Must = 0) 0.00                                               

0_2023-24_SELPAMinFundingRequirement_Prepared_20240304.xlsx Page 1 of 2



Desert Mountain SELPA

Minimum Funding Requirement

2022-23 Annual vs 2023-24 P-1

Certified 2/20/24

LEA

1 County Operated Programs

2 Academy for Academic Excellence

3 Norton Science and Language Academy

4 Adelanto Elementary

5 Apple Valley Unified

6 Baker Valley Unified

7 Barstow Unified

8 Bear Valley Unified

9 Excelsior Charter School

10 Excelsior Charter School Corona-Norco

11 Health Sciences High and Middle College

12 Helendale Elementary

13 Hesperia Unified

14 Lucerne Valley Unified

15 Needles Unified

16 Oro Grande Elementary

17 Silver Valley Unified

18 Snowline Joint Unified

19 Trona Joint Unified

20 Victor Elementary 

21 Victor Valley Union High

22 Total

Total Apportionment

Less PS/RS (4% Base + Property Tax)

Less Low Incidence
Less OOH

Total

Rate Per ADA

Rate Check From Revenue Distribution

Difference (Must = 0)

G H I

2023-24 P-1 Certified

AB602 Base

Grant Funding

2023-24 Funding 

Requirement 

w/ADA Factor Applied

Column D * Column F

+/-

AB602 Base Grant 

Funding in Excess of 

Requirement

109,880                          109,861                          19                                    

1,236,613                       1,236,404                       209                                  

974,697                          974,532                          165                                  

6,184,828                       6,183,780                       1,048                              

11,089,761                     11,087,882                     1,879                              

108,545                          108,527                          18                                    

5,019,604                       5,018,753                       850                                  

1,729,171                       1,728,878                       293                                  

1,968,818                       1,968,484                       334                                  

115,316                          115,297                          20                                    

469,390                          469,310                          80                                    

939,303                          939,144                          159                                  

18,849,559                     18,846,366                     3,193                              

899,390                          899,237                          152                                  

807,451                          807,314                          137                                  

4,828,937                       4,828,119                       818                                  

1,662,014                       1,661,733                       282                                  

6,505,271                       6,504,169                       1,102                              

202,570                          202,535                          34                                    

10,207,003                     10,205,274                     1,729                              

10,251,742                     10,250,006                     1,737                              

84,159,862                     84,145,605                     14,257                            

95,973,646                                  

(3,423,436)                                   

(2,481,367)                                   
(5,908,981)                                   

84,159,862                                  

872.62                                          

872.62                                          

(0.00)                                             

0_2023-24_SELPAMinFundingRequirement_Prepared_20240304.xlsx Page 2 of 2



Desert Mountain Charter SELPA

Minimum Funding Requirement

2022-23 Annual vs 2023-24 P-1

Certified 2/20/24

A B C D E F

8.22%

LEA

2022-23

Annual Certified

Funded ADA

2023-24 P-1

Certified

Funded ADA

+/- ADA

(Column B - 

Column A)

Percent

Change in ADA by 

LEA

2022-23 Annual 

Certified

AB602 Base Grant 

Funding

2022-23 Annual

Certified + COLA

Column E x 8.22%

1 Allegiance STEAM Academy Chino 898.44                  906.78                  8.34                       0.928276% 750,695                           812,402                           

2

Allegiance STEAM Academy Fontana

Member effective 2023-24 -                         189.29                  189.29                  0.000000% -                                        -                                        

3 ASA Charter 247.24                  290.36                  43.12                    17.440544% 206,582                           223,563                           

4 Aveson Global Leadership Academy 367.88                  235.43                  (132.45)                 -36.003588% 307,383                           332,650                           

5 Aveson School of Leaders 413.31                  332.27                  (81.04)                   -19.607558% 345,343                           373,730                           

6 Ballington Academy 259.41                  238.18                  (21.23)                   -8.183956% 216,751                           234,568                           

7 Desert Trails Preparatory Academy 518.28                  485.54                  (32.74)                   -6.317049% 433,051                           468,647                           

8 Elite Academic Academy Lucerne 828.69                  1,194.77               366.08                  44.175747% 692,415                           749,331                           

9 Encore High School 899.27                  603.35                  (295.92)                 -32.906691% 751,388                           813,152                           

10 Julia Lee Performing Arts Academy 399.36                  413.84                  14.48                    3.625801% 333,687                           361,116                           

11 Laverne Elementary Preparatory Academy 507.28                  527.91                  20.63                    4.066788% 423,860                           458,701                           

12 Leonardo da Vinci Health Sciences Charter 236.68                  243.70                  7.02                       2.966030% 197,759                           214,015                           

13 Odyssey Charter School 463.54                  438.54                  (25.00)                   -5.393278% 387,312                           419,150                           

14 Odyssey Charter School South 308.60                  348.71                  40.11                    12.997408% 257,852                           279,047                           

15 Pasadena Rosebud Academy 182.70                  149.70                  (33.00)                   -18.062397% 152,656                           165,204                           

16 Pathways to College 342.80                  358.07                  15.27                    4.454492% 286,428                           309,972                           

17 Southern California Flex Academy 586.93                  586.93                  -                         0.000000% 490,411                           530,723                           

18 Taylion High Desert Academy 479.43                  628.76                  149.33                  31.147404% 400,589                           433,518                           

19 Total 7,939.84               8,172.13               232.29                  6,634,161                        7,179,489                        

Total Apportionment 6,885,907                                     

Less PS/RS -                                                 

Less Low Incidence (81,798)                                         
Less OOH (169,948)                                       

Total 6,634,161                                     

Rate Per ADA 835.55                                          

Rate Check From Revenue Distribution 835.55                                          

Difference (Must = 0) 0.00                                               

Prepared 3/5/2024 Page 1 of 2



Desert Mountain Charter SELPA

Minimum Funding Requirement

2022-23 Annual vs 2023-24 P-1

Certified 2/20/24

LEA

1 Allegiance STEAM Academy Chino

2

Allegiance STEAM Academy Fontana

Member effective 2023-24

3 ASA Charter

4 Aveson Global Leadership Academy

5 Aveson School of Leaders

6 Ballington Academy

7 Desert Trails Preparatory Academy

8 Elite Academic Academy Lucerne

9 Encore High School

10 Julia Lee Performing Arts Academy

11 Laverne Elementary Preparatory Academy

12 Leonardo da Vinci Health Sciences Charter 

13 Odyssey Charter School

14 Odyssey Charter School South

15 Pasadena Rosebud Academy

16 Pathways to College

17 Southern California Flex Academy

18 Taylion High Desert Academy

19 Total

Total Apportionment

Less PS/RS 

Less Low Incidence
Less OOH

Total

Rate Per ADA

Rate Check From Revenue Distribution

Difference (Must = 0)

G H I

2023-24 P-1 Certified

AB602 Base

Grant Funding

2023-24 Funding 

Requirement 

w/ADA Factor Applied

Column D * Column F

+/-

AB602 Base Grant 

Funding in Excess of 

Requirement

819,509                           819,943                           (434)                                 

171,072                           171,072                           -                                        

262,415                           262,554                           (139)                                 

212,772                           212,884                           (113)                                 

300,292                           300,450                           (159)                                 

215,257                           215,371                           (114)                                 

438,810                           439,043                           (232)                                 

1,079,782                        1,080,354                        (572)                                 

545,282                           545,571                           (289)                                 

374,011                           374,209                           (198)                                 

477,103                           477,355                           (253)                                 

220,246                           220,362                           (117)                                 

396,334                           396,544                           (210)                                 

315,149                           315,316                           (167)                                 

135,293                           135,364                           (72)                                    

323,608                           323,780                           (171)                                 

530,442                           530,723                           (281)                                 

568,247                           568,547                           (301)                                 

7,385,624                        7,389,443                        (3,819)                              

7,652,273                                     

-                                                      

(98,525)                                         
(168,124)                                       

7,385,624                                     

903.76                                          

903.76                                          

(0.00)                                              

Prepared 3/5/2024 Page 2 of 2



Desert Mountain SELPA & Charter SELPA 
California Department of Education (CDE) Compliance 

March 2024 
Annual Determination Letters 

Anticipated to Receive-March 18, 2024 
Letter Content to Detail Current LEA Compliance Status 

 

Compliance and Improvement Monitoring Process (CIM) 
STEP FOUR: Implementation and Monitoring 

Targeted 1, 2, 3 – Progress Reports 

Progress Report 1: July 10, 2024 (for the reporting period December 1, 2023–June 30, 2024) 
 

Compliance and Improvement Monitoring Process (CIM) 
STEP FOUR: Implementation and Monitoring 

 Intensive 1, 2, 3 – Progress Reports 

Progress Report 1: April 10, 2024 (for any CIM Activities through March 2024) 
 

PRONG II-Review Status 
Compliance and Improvement and/or Cyclical Monitoring Due: March 22, 2024  

 
IEP IMPLEMENTATION 

On May 1, 2024, the CDE will provide LEAs with a list of randomly selected students whose records must be reviewed to 
determine the IEP Implementation rate for each student for a two-month measurement period—March 1, 2024, to April 29, 2024. 
The LEA will summarize and report the number of students who had more or less than 90 percent of their services implemented 
during the review period. The data will be due to the CDE no later than June 28, 2024. 

 
Late IEPs 

Desert Mountain Charter SELPA:  Plan Reviews (Annuals)-44/ Re-Evaluations (Tri-Annuals)-14 
DMSELPA:  Plan Reviews (Annuals)-1,777/Re-Evaluations (Tri-Annuals)-569 

 



 



 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

DISTRICT 

18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 Total D/W Filed on 
Parent 

Adelanto SD 3.5 3 3.5 4 6 4 24 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 
Apple Valley USD 3.5 10 5 5 6 2 31.5 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Baker USD 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Barstow USD 2 0 1 1 1 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Bear Valley USD 0 0 1 1 1 2 5 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Helendale SD 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Hesperia USD 7 17.5 7 12 3 3.5 50 1 0 1.5 0 1 0 0 0 
Lucerne Valley USD 1.5 0 0 0 0 0 1.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Needles USD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Oro Grande SD 0 2 0 1 2 2 7 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Silver Valley USD 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Snowline USD 8.5 7 2 3 1 5 26.5 0 1 1 0 1 2 0 1 
Trona USD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Victor Elementary SD 0 7 1 6 10 11.5 35.5 1 2 2.5 1 3 1 1 3 
Victor Valley Union High SD 8.5 6.5 10 6 2 4 37 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 

Desert/Mountain OPS 3 2 1 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Excelsior Education  Center 0.5 2 1 1 1 1 6.5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Health Sciences HS & MS 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Lewis Center - AAE 1 1 1 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Lewis Center - Norton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

SELPA-WIDE TOTALS 39 59 34.5 40 35 38 245.50 3 6 13 2 10 3 1 4 

Districts showing a value of .50 above indicates that the district is a co-respondent with another district. 
*Number accounts for High Tech High but has exited from CAHELP. Actual count for 2019-20 is 67. 

Resolution          
Active      Settled 

Mediation          
Active      Settled 

Hearing 
Active    Decision 

CASE ACTIVITY FOR CURRENT YEAR 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

1. 
SVUSD 
Case no. 

2023070703 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to implement the IEP 
2. Inappropriate offer of FAPE 
3. Lack of ed benefit 
4. Failure to facilitate parent 
participation and appropriate IEP 
team members. 

7/2/2023 8/2/2023 9/28/2023 9/6-7/2023 8/2/23 - Concerns with location of 
provision of services. Reviewing 
IEE at upcoming IEP. 
9/26/23 - Settlement Post 
Resolution 
CLOSED - Resolution 

SPL $3,000 Tutoring 
135 hrs. 

OT 
10 hrs. 

SPL 
15 hrs. 

Counseling 
10 hrs. 

2. 
AVUSD 
Case no. 

2023080387 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to implement the IEP 
2. Failure to provide comparable 
services upon transfer. 
3. Lack of Ed Benefit 
4. Failure to provide timely 
assessments 
5. Failure to timely respond to the 
parent request for IEE 

8/8/2023 8/17/2023 
9/5/2023 

9/26-28/2023 9/5/23 - Parents seeking push-in at 
AVHS. 
9/12/23 - District will assess for 
FBA and ERMHS. Placement at 
AVHS. 
CLOSED - Resolution 

Psycho Ed SAI 
40 hrs. 

SPL 
10 hrs. 

ERMHS 
10 hrs. 

3. 
VVUHSD 
Case no. 

2023080453 

Denial of FAPE by failing to 
provide: 
1. Appropriate placement 
2. Progress on goals 
3. Appropriate ITP 
4. Academic supports and services 
Violated parent rights by: 
1. Predetermining students needs 
2. Failure to provide full copy of 
records 

8/17/2023 8/25/2023 10/3-5/2023 8/25/23 - 38 weeks enrolled in 
VVUHSD. Super senior behind in 
credits. Missing information from 
transfer of records. Will go to 
mediation. 
9/29/23 - District will conduct 
Psycho Ed, ERMHS, TP, SPL, OT 
and academic assessments. 
CLOSED - Resolution 

Reading SAI 
80 hrs. 

Transition 
38 hrs. 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

4. 
SJUSD 

Case no. 
2023080600 

Denial of FAPE 
Lack of Ed Benefit 
1. Reading goals 
2. Math goals 
3. Writing goals 
Failure to provide research based 
remediation 
1. Reading 
2. Writing 
3. Math 
Failure to assess 
1. FBA 
2. ERMHS 
Failure to provide 1:1 
Employing negative behavior 
reinforcement practices. 

8/18/2023 8/31/2023 
9/7/2023 

10/17/2023 10/10-12/2023 9/7/23 - Parent demand of 1:1 aide 
despite TISA results. Unreasonably 
high comp ed demand. 
10/23/23 - Amend the IEP and 
provide parent assessment plan; 
include ERHMS and FBA. 
10/25/23 - Parent to consent to 
assessments for FBA, ERMHS, 
Feifer Reading Assessment to 
consider Autism/SLD. IEP to follow 
completion of assessments. IEP 
Amended: SAI, counseling, parent 
consult, 1:1 
CLOSED - Mediation 

Academic 
tutoring 
$9,000 

5. 
VVUHSD 
Case no. 

2023080895 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to timely provide 
comprehensive assessments 
2. Lack of Ed Benefit 
Denial of meaningful parent 
participation 
1. Predetermination 
2. Failure to provide complete 
records 

8/23/2023 9/6/2023 10/13/2023 10/10-12/2023 
11/28-30/2023 

9/6/23 - Agree to ERMHS 
assessment and Foster Youth Grad 
credits. Disagree with comp ed 
demand. 
10/16/23 - Credit recovery plan; 
multiple district assessments 
CLOSED - Mediation 

Comped 
80 hrs. 

Counseling 
20 hrs. 

SPL 
20 hrs. 

Transition 
supports 
30 hrs. 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

6. 
Bear Valley 

Case no. 
2023081001 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Academics 
2. SPL 
3. Soc. Emotional 
4. Behavior 
Failure to assess 
1. OT 
2. SPL 
3. FBA 
Impeded parent participation 
4. Lack of full team 

8/30/2023 9/13/2023 11/8/2023 10/10-12/2023 
12/5-7/2023 

9/13/23 - Parent attorney delaying 
settlement until recent IEP copy 
received. 
10/3/23 - Partial settlement demand 
received. Waiting for the IEP and 
new FAPE offer. 
11/6/23 - Withdrawn by parent 
attorney 
CLOSED - Withdrawn 

7. 
VESD 

Case no. 
202309041 

VESD filed on the parent. 
1. Does the IEP constitute FAPE? 
2. May district implement IEP of 
3/9/2023 

9/5/2023 N/A N/A 9/26-28/2023 
10/10-12/2023 

9/18/23 - Request for continuance 
by parent granted. Despite our 
disagreement OAH honored request. 
9/29/23 - OAH rescheduled for VE 
fall  break. 
VE withdrew case with intent to 
refile. 
CLOSED - Withdrawn 

8. 
AESD 

Case no. 
2023090114 

1. Violation of Child Find since 
9/22/22. 
2. Denial of services 
3. Denial of FAPE 21-22, 22-23, 23-
24. 

9/5/2023 10/3/2023 12/11/2023 10/24-26/2023 
1/17-18/2024 

10/3/23 - Parent seeking 
unreasonable services including 
equine therapy. Seeking NPS for 
Autism. 
10/23/23 - Attorney correspondence 
over unrealistic asks when 
placement is of most concern. 
11/2/23 - Seeking to resolve 
placement so students gets to 
school. 
12/11/23 - IEP Amendment: 
Placement change and increased 
SPL 
New assessments: SCIA, OT. 
CLOSED - Mediation 

Tutoring 
40 hrs. 

SPL 
15 hrs. 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

9. 
HUSD 

Case no. 
2023090600 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to find child eligible 
under SLD or OHI 

9/22/2023 10/5/2023 11/7-9/2023 10/5/23 - Student no longer enrolled 
in HUSD. 
10/5/23 - Parent no-show to 
resolution. 
10/9/23 - Case withdrawn 
CLOSED - Withdrawn 

10. 
VESD 

Case no. 
2023100085 

Did the IEP of 3/9/23 constitute 
FAPE and LRE? 
District filed to implement. 

10/2/2023 N/A 10/24-26/2023 10/24-26/23 - Hearing held. 
Awaiting judges decision 
12/8/23 - Judges decision - LEA 
prevailed on placement. 
CLOSED - Hearing 

11. 
Helendale SD 

Case no. 
2023100129 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Appropriate placement 
2. Increase OT 
3. Appropriate goals 
4. Appropriate aides and supports 
5. Provide ESY 
6. Collaborate with in home ABA 
7. OT sensory integration 

10/3/2023 10/18/2023 11/16/2023 11/21-22/2023 
1/7-18/2024 

10/18/23 - Attorney and advocates 
were present. Attorney deferring to 
advocates. Could not define 
"appropriate" or articulate what they 
are wanting. Suggested mediation - 
opposition pushed against it. 
11/3/23 - Continuance granted. 
11/16/23 - Mediation - agreed to 
parent drafted goals; to hold an IEP 
12/9; continue gen ed placement; 
awaiting IEEs. 
12/20/23 - IEP Amendment: new 
goals of parent discretion. 
Placement remains through 
completion and review of IEEs. 
CLOSED - Mediation 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

12. 
VVUHSD 
Case no. 
2023100 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to complete 
comprehensive psycho-ed 
assessment 5/8/23 
2. Failure to conduct trienniel 
ERMHS, FBA, SPL 
3. Inadequate placement 

10/10/2023 10/19/2023 
11/6/2023 

12/19/23 
(canceled) 

11/28-30/2023 11/6/23 - Parent is seeking 
placement at a new NPS. Concerns 
related to BFA. LEA needs more 
information from BFA 
12/19/23 - Doing well at BFA, 
returning student to LEA. 
CLOSED - Resolution 

SAI 
50 hrs. 

Counseling 
30 hrs. 

13. 
AESD 

Case no. 
2023100596 

Denial of Fape 
1. Failure to appropriately assess 
2. Failing to design IEPs, implement 
IEPs and provide proper placement 
3. Denied parent meaningful 
participation by failing to have full 
staff team, failed to provide PWN, 
failure to provide complete records. 

10/18/2023 11/1/2023 
11/8/2023 

12/5-7/2023 11/8/2023 - Advocate attended 
resolution. Concluded with verbal 
agreement. 
11/10/23 - Overturned by parent 
attorney. 
11/23/23 - To the IEP: increase in 
SAI, SPL. District to assess in 
behavior, 1:1, AT, and OT. 
IEE: Psycho ed 
CLOSED - Resolution 

SAI, SPL 
110  hrs. 

14. 
VESD 

Case no. 
2023 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to provide appropriate 
program
    a. ERMHS
    b. Social skills
    c. SAI 
2. Child Find 
3. Unlawful disciplinary action 

10/27/2023 11/7/2023 12/19-21/2023 11/14/23 - Limited student 
attendance; countered with reduced 
hours; student no longer in the LEA. 
11/9/23 - Agreed to IEE's in OT, 
SPL 
CLOSED - Resolution 

Tutoring 
60 hrs. 

SPL 
15 hrs. 
_________ 

Counseling 
20 hrs. 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

15. 
HUSD 

Case no. 
2023110042 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to provide appropriate 
program
    a. Academics
    b. SPL
    c. OT
    d. PT 

11/1/2023 11/13/2023 
11/14/2023 

11/14/23 - CCS referral. Divided 
time HUSD, SJUSD. Additional 
assessment needed. 
11/27/23 - IEP amendment: 
Eligibility changed to OI, 1:1 aide 
all day, increase SPL, OT, PT, 
Health Plan. 
CLOSED - Resolution 

16. 
Oro Grande SD 

Case no. 
2023110283 

Denial of FAPE 
1. IEP failure to provide wrap 
services 
2. IEP failure to provide ABA 
services 
3. Failure to provide 1:1 aide 

11/8/2023 11/17/2023 1/22/2024 12/27-28/2023 
2/8/2024 

11/7/23 - Seeking wrap services, 
hold IEP to reconsider eligibility of 
ABA services. 
1/11/24 - Expulsion retracted 
1/22/24 - Agreement to May IEP to 
review behavior needs; releases of 
information. Full waiver of claims. 
CLOSED - Mediation 

ERMHS Behavior 
Support 
40 hrs. 

17. 
SJUSD 

Case no. 
2023110381 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to assess 
    a. Visual Processing
    b. VMI
    c. Auditory Processing
    d. Memory
    e. Executive functioning
    f. FBA
    g. Psycho Ed 
2. Inappropriate placement in I.S. 
3. Failure to offer credit recovery 

11/13/2023 11/20/2023 
12/7/2023 

1/3-4/2024 12/7/23 - Placement issues due to 
probation requirements and 
restraining order. 
12/19/23 - Placement at CHS in on-
line learning for English; if court 
order changes, student may resume 
Eng. Class; transition goals 
developed at IEP. 
CLOSED - Resolution 

DOR 
100 hrs. 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

18. 
SJUSD 

Case no. 
2023110431 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to offer BI services : FBA 
2. Failure to address regression 
3. Failure to provide ESY 
4. Failure to offer home ABA 
5. Failure to offer parent training in 
behavior and SPL 
6. Failure to offer placement with 
neurotypical peers 
7. Predetermined IEP 
8. Ignoring parent concerns: BUS, 
CPI holds 

11/14/2023 11/28/23 
12/7/2023 

1/3-4/2024 
1/23-25/2024 

11/28/23 -  No show to Resolution; 
rescheduled. 
12/7/23 - Student residing in foster 
care, yet adopted mom filed and 
lacks information, no trust with 
LEA. 
12/20/23 - Opposing attorney 
unresponsive. 
1/24 - Preparing for hearing 
1/23/24 - 10 day OAH hearing. 
Awaiting judges decision 
2/27/24 - Closing brief filed 

19. 
VESD 

Case no. 
2023110554 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to assess in all areas 
2. Failure to calculate IEP to meet 
her needs
    a. placement
    b. progress
    c. supports
    d. soc. Emotional 
    e. 1:1 aide
    f. ESY 
3. Predetermination 

11/16/2023 11/28/2023 1/3-4/2024 11/28/23 - Placement concerns, 
cannot verify ed rights holder, 
moved to an Ed m/m - triggered by 
others behavior 
12/11/23 - Placement to remain. IEP 
amended: increase in individual 
counseling, add group counseling; 
district to assess: FBA, SPL, OT 
CLOSED - Resolution 

Academic 
50 hrs. 

Counseling 
25 hrs. 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

20. 
VESD (.5) 

HUSD (.5) 
Case no. 

2023110843 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to assess in all areas 
2. Failure to provide records 
3. Denied parent participation 
4. Failure to provide PWN 
5. Not a full IEP team 
6. Failure to offer LRE 
7. Failure to provide services 
8. Failure to provide appropriate 
goals 

11/27/2023 12/12/2023 1/17-18/2024 12/12/23 - Filed on HUSD and 
VESD jointly. Behavior concerns. 
Residency established. Student 
refusing Hesperia attendance. Mom 
has no car - wants transportation. 
12/18/23 - 10 Day Statutory offer; 
done separately for HUSD and 
VESD. 
1/4/23 - Both stat. offers declined 
by opposition. 
1/11/24 - Settlement agreement; 
amended IEP to include increased 
SAI, add social skills, clarify 
ERMHS. 
CLOSED - Resolution 

Academic 
SPL 
OT or 
reading 
50 hrs. 

20. 
VESD (.5) 

HUSD (.5) 
Case no. 

2023110843 

See above See above 

21. 
HUSD 

Case no. 
2023110783 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to designate as SPED 
prior to 10/28/2022 
2.  Failure to make progress 
3.  Failure to provide B/A 1:1 
4.  Failure to assess for OT 
5.  Failure to provide toileting goals 

11/28/2023 12/12/2023 1/17-18/2024 12/12/23 - Prospective services 
cannot be reached - student 
residency not HUSD. Student 
enrolled in correct district by 1/8/24 
12/14/23 - IEP Amendment - 
Autism eligibility, 1:1 aide, 1 hr. 
consultation with district of 
residence over FBA findings. 
CLOSED - Resolution 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

22. 
Baker USD 

Case no. 
2023120155 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Inadequate support in LRE 
2. Failure to complete appropriate 
psycho ed 
3. Failure to conduct ERMHS 
assessment. 
4. Failure to provide appropriate 
supports and services 
5. Failure to convene an MD 
6. Unilaterally changing placement 
due to suspension 

12/1/2023 12/8/2023 12/14/2023 12/8/23 - Student needs more 
restrictive placement. Parent refuses 
RTC. 
12/11/23 - Parent to visit county 
class in Barstow. 
12/14/23 - Placement in Barstow, 
Expulsion removed, ERMHS 
CLOSED - Mediation 

Tutoring 
20hrs 

23. 
VESD 

Case no. 
2023120162 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to provide appropriate 
program
    a. Academics
    b. Fine Motor
    c. Behavior 

12/5/2023 12/18/2023 12/18/23 - Dispute about who 
should provide ESY - VVUHSD 
dismissed. 
12/20/23 - Reading comp ed agreed 
to 
CLOSED - Resolution 

Reading 
120 hrs. 

24. 
VESD 

Case no. 
2023120425 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to properly assess 
2. Failure to design appropriate IEP 
3. Failure to provide SAI and 
ERMHS 

12/12/2023 12/18/2023 1/19/2024 2/13-15/2024 12/1/23 - Agreed to waive 
resolution 
1/19/24 - Modified IEP to include 
ABA aide. OT provision clarified. 
CLOSED - Mediation 

OT 
Visual 
Processing 
SPL 
ERMHS 

Reading 
120 hrs. 

25. 
AVUSD 
Case no. 

2023120499 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to provide appropriate 
placement and services
    a. Academic
    b. Communication
    c. Transition
    d. Behavior 
2. Stu failed to make progress 
3. IEEs approved but did not occur 

12/14/2023 12/20/2023 
1/8/2024 

2/20/2024 1/30-2/1/2024 
3/5-7/2024 

1/8/24 - Parent to visit adult 
transition at AVHS; conservatorship 
in process 
1/16/24 - Dismissed opportunity to 
file on parent, thus comped high 
demand 
2/19/24 - Adult transition IEP; 
placement; comped; provide Tpad 
with "touch chat" 
CLOSED - Resolution 

Academic 
200 hrs. 

Vocational 
150 hrs. 

SPL 
100 hrs. 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

26. 
VVUHSD 
Case no. 

2023120579 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to comply with IEP 
2. No provision of services for HH 
3. Failure to facilitate meaningful 
parent participation. 

12/15/2023 1/12/2024 2/16/2024 2/8/2024 1/12/24 - H/H teacher quit, unclear 
basis for H/H; awaiting ROI, refusal 
of virtual platform; unreasonable 
demands for in home1:1 instruction. 
2/15/24 - Agreed to 10 hrs. SAI for 
H/H per week by an NPA operative 
through 5/24/24 and the IEP of 
10/31/2022 becomes operative. 
Truancy to be pursued if student 
does not participate 5 hrs. per week. 
District to assess fully before 
5/24/24. 
CLOSED - Resolution 

SAI 
75 hrs. 

27. 
VESD 

Case no. 
2023120738 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to consider all info in MD 
prior to expulsion 
2. Child-Find 
3. Failure to assess in all areas 
4. Failure to address all areas of 
need. 

12/20/2023 1/3/2024 1/17/2024 
Expedited 

3/1/2024 
Regular 

1/30/2024 
1/22/2024 
Expedited 

4/16/2024 
Regular 

1/3/24 - Agreed to expunge MD; 
remaining issue is placement 
location. Need fact finding. 
Behaviors at home increasing. 
1/17/24 - Agreed to ROI for 
ERMHS. Parent concerns about 
appropriate ERMHS services. 
Concern - returning from Charter to 
Home School. 
1/19/24 - Parent agreed to I.S. with 
increased SAI. 
1/30/24 - School counseling 
services 60 min per week through 
23-24, DMCC ERMHS assessment 
CLOSED - Mediation 

Tutoring 
100 hrs. 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

28. 
VESD 

Case no. 
2023120915 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Substantive errors in eligibility 
determination 
2. Failed to properly develop
    a. Placement
    b. Behavior supports
    c. Social-emotional supports
    d. Academic supports and 
services 
3. Failed to ensure progress 
4. Failure to implement IEP 2/10/23 
- 8/7/23 

12/27/2023 1/10/2024 
Expedited 

1/17/2024 
Expedited 

1/10/24 - Placement concern; 
exploring NPS. 
1/17/24 - Placement agreement, add 
counseling, increase BCBA. 
1/22/24 - IEP Amendment of 
placement, ERMHS, BCBA, 
District assessments to include 
Autism and SLD, OT, ERMHS, 
FBA, all with new assessors. 
CLOSED - Mediation 

SAI 
75 hrs. 

ERMHS 
12 hrs. 

29. 
SJUSD - filing 
against student 

Case no. 
2024010262 

Filing to change placement. 
Consolidated with parent case. 

1/10/2024 Not Required 1/23-25/2024 
1/30-2/1/2024 

See case #2023110431 

30. 
AESD 

Case no. 
2024010547 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Child find 
2. Failure to timely assess 
3. Failed to train teachers 
4. Lack of progress 
5. Lack of behavioral supports 
Denying parent meaningful 
participation. 

1/16/2024 1/25/2024 
2/5/2024 

2/27-29/2024 2/5/24 - SCIA underway; staff to 
meet student at drop off. 
2/23/24 - IEP add support during 
drop off. 
CLOSED - Resolution 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

31. 
SJUSD 

Case no. 
2024010453 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Child find prior to 12/23 
2. Failure to assess in all areas
    a. FBA
    b. ERMHS 
3. Failure to provide 1:1 
4. Inappropriate change of 
placement with stipulated expulsion 

1/16/2024 1/26/2024 
2/6/2024 

3/5-7/2024 2/6/24 - Considered school 
placement and behavior aide. 

32. 
Excelsior 
Case no. 

2024010453 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Failure to consider IEEs 
2. Failure to provide vision therapy. 
3. Failure to provide parent 
participation in the IEP 
4. Predetermination 

1/16/2024 1/26/2024 
1/31/2024 

3/5-7/2024 1/31/24 - Lack of confidential, 
meaningful resolution discussion 
2/6/24 - Mediation proposed by 
parent attorney; declined by LEA. 

33. 
VESD 

Case no. 
2024010638 

Denial of Fape 
1. Inappropriate placement in LRE 
2. Lack of intensive reading, writing 
and math 
3. Failure to assess 
4. Failure to provide behavior 
interventions 
5. Lack of meaningful goals 
6. Inappropriate frequency and 
duration of DIS Service 

1/17/2024 1/25/2024 
2/2/2024 

3/12/2024 3/5-7/2024 
4/23-24/2024 

2/2/24 - Very little progress in 
reaching settlement 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

34. 
Oro Grande (.5) 

AESD (.5) 
Case no. 

2024020471 

Denial of FAPE: 
Lack of appropriate placement
    a) Academics
    b) ERMHS
    c) Behavior 

2/1/2024 2/14/2024 4/12/2024 5/21-23/2024 2/14/24 - Main concern is behavior; 
added bus aide to demand. 
2/27/24 - District investigated bus 
needs. 

34. 
Oro Grande (.5) 

AESD (.5) 
Case no. 

2024020471 

See above See above 

35. 
Bear Valley 

Case no. 
2024020378 

Denial of FAPE 
Failure to address student needs 
1. Academics 
2. SPL 
3. Soc. Emotional 
4. Behavior 
Failure to assess 
1. OT 
2. SPL 
3. FBA 
Impeded parent participation 
1. Lack of full IEP team 

2/9/2024 2/21/2024 3/26-28/2024 2/21/24 - IEE and LEA assessments 
match; parent not agreeingl 
demanding 1:1, not wanting to wait 
for TISA. 



Desert Mountain SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024 

LEA 
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled 
Mediation 
Scheduled 

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed 

36. 
VESD - filing 
against student 

Case no. 
2024020500 

Does the IEP of 9/21/24 constitute 
FAPE? 

2/13/2024 Not Required 3/5-7/2024 
4/9-11/2024 

2/22/24 - Parent attorney refused to 
bring case to hearing. 
2/26/24 - Continuance granted 

37. 
VESD 

Case no. 
2024020651 

Denial of FAPE 
Failure to provide appropriate 
program 
1. Academics 
2. Fine motor 
3. Mental health 
4. Behavior management 

2/20/2024 3/1/2024 4/9-11/2024 

38. 
Oro Grande 

Case no. 
2024020800 

Denial of FAPE 
1. Denied support of an OLF 
2. Inadequate amplification device 
3. Abusive AVT provider 
4. Lack of ERMHS 
5. Abuse and discrimination 

2/23/2024 3/12/2024 4/9-11/2024 



Desert Mountain SELPA  
Legal Expense Summary 

As reported at steering February 23, 2024 
 
 

2000-2001 $39,301.51 
2001-2002 $97,094.90 
2002-2003 $37,695.13 
2003-2004 $100,013.02 
2004-2005 $136,514.09 
2005-2006 $191,605.08 
2006-2007 $140,793.00 
2007-2008 $171,614.04 
2008-2009 $263,390.71 
2009-2010 $114,076.96 
2010-2011 $293,578.50 
2011-2012 $567,958.10 
2012-2013 $321,646.04 
2013-2014 $250,372.65 
2014-2015 $297,277.76 
2015-2016 $204,756.26 
2016-2017 $233,130.03 
2017-2018 $247,459.52 
2018-2019 $314,479.71 
2019-2020 $475,930.79 
2020-2021 $354,582.16 
2021-2022 $401,072.52 
2022-2023 $391,662.84 
2023-2024 $413,920.14 

 



Desert Mountain Charter SELPA 
Due Process Summary

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024

DISTRICT

18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 23/24 Total D/W Filed on 
Parent

Allegiance STEAM Thrive - Chino 0 0 2 0 2 2 6 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1
Allegiance STEAM Thrive - Fontana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ASA Charter School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Aveson Global Leadership Acad 1.5 0 0 2 2 0 5.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Aveson School of Leaders 1.5 0 0 4 3 0 8.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ballington Acad for Arts & Sci 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Desert Trails Prep Academy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Elite Academic Acad - Lucerne 0 0 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Encore Junior/Senior High School 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Julia Lee Performing Arts Acad 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
LaVerne Elem Preparatory 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Leonardo da Vinci Health Sci 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Odyssey Charter School (Altadena) 0 0 0 2 2 1 5 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Odyssey Charter School -South (Pasa 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pasadena Rosebud Academy 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pathways to College 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Southern California Flex Academy N/A N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Taylion High Desert Academy 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

SELPA-WIDE TOTALS 6.5 0 6 8 11 3 34.5 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 1

Resolution    
Active   Settled

Mediation      
Active   Settled

CASE ACTIVITY FOR CURRENT YEAR
Hearing 

Active   Decision



Desert Mountain Charter SELPA 
Due Process Activity Summary 

July 1, 2023 - February 29, 2024

LEA
Case Number Issue(s) Date Filed Resolution 

Scheduled
Mediation 
Scheduled

Due Process 
Hearing Status IEE Comp Ed.

Private 
Placement 
_________

NPS 
Placement 

1.
Odyssey 
Altadena
Case no.

2023080236

Denial of FAPE
1. Failure to address bullying
2. Failure to address chronic
absenteeism
3. Failure to address behavior in an
IEP
4. Failure to implement IEP
5. Failure to address placement

8/7/2023 8/21/2023 10/3/2023 9/26-28/2023 8/21/23 - Seeking full funding of 
NPS IEP.
10/3/23 - Parentally placed NPS 
with reimbursement. Permanent 
disenrollment from Charter.
CLOSED - Mediation 

$46,900 

2. 
Allegiance - 

Chino
Case no.

2023090255

Is parent entitled to an IEE when not 
disagreeing with an assessment?

9/11/2023 N/A 11/14-
16/2023

10/17/23 - Though not merged 
with case #253, held discussions 
together.
11/3/23 - Settled
CLOSED - Resolution 

3. 
Allegiance - 

Chino
Case no.

2023100253

Denial of FAPE
1. Physical abuse with prone 
restraint; hostile environment
2. Denial of funding for vision
therapy
3. Denial of OT
4. Misleading parent about her
rights

10/4/2023 10/17/2023 11/21-
22/2023

10/4/23 - "Just provide vision 
therapy and this will all go away" - 
Advocate
11/3/23 - Settled by requiring 
parent to choose from SELPA 
provider IEE list. 
CLOSED - Resolution 



Desert Mountain Charter SELPA  
Legal Expense Summary 

As reported at steering February 22, 2024 
 
 

2000-2001 $0.00 
2001-2002 $0.00 
2002-2003 $0.00 
2003-2004 $0.00 
2004-2005 $0.00 
2005-2006 $0.00 
2006-2007 $0.00 
2007-2008 $0.00 
2008-2009 $0.00 
2009-2010 $0.00 
2010-2011 $0.00 
2011-2012 $0.00 
2012-2013 $0.00 
2013-2014 $0.00 
2014-2015 $0.00 
2015-2016 $7,378.00 
2016-2017 $33,886.61 
2017-2018 $70,994.67 
2018-2019 $113,834.81 
2019-2020 $58,033.90 
2020-2021 $43,640.20 
2021-2022 $174,116.17 
2022-2023 $74,861.83 
2023-2024 $39,646.08 
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